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Military Government 


Weekly Health Report 


This report is a 
continuation of the Public Health Section 
of the Military Government 
WEEKLY FIELD REPORT 


It should be considered only as a histori- 
cal recording of certain operational de- 
tails, problems and observations deemed 
by the field personnel to be of sufficient 
importance to report to higher head- 
quarters. Monthly reports absorb impor- 
tant matters and contain conclusions 
based upon factual data officially sub- 
mitted for the purpose of estimated 
operational progress 
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1. Occupied Germany: 


A. Communicable Diseases: Attached as Appendices “A”, “B”, and “C” are 
communicable disease reports of case and death rates by Regierungsbezirk, case rates 
by Regierungsbezirk, and cases and deaths and case rates by Land respectively for the 
week ending 12 January 1946. 


B. Venereal Disease: For the third consecutive week there has been a decrease 
in the number of reported new cases of syphilis and gonorrhea. This reduction in the 
number of cases in contrary to the anticipated upward trend because of the Christmas 
and New Year holidays. 


The incidence of diphtheria also continues to decrease in most Regierungs- 
bezirke. The rate for the U.S. Zone has likewise decreased considerably in comparison 
with the last week. 


Scabies, the most prevalent of the communicable diseases, continues to show 
a sharp increase among both German civilians and military personnel. Efforts are being 
increased to stimulate the German authorities to control the disease. 


Tuberculosis and typhoid fever continue to show a decrease over the last few 
weeks. No increase in influenza has been noted. 


For the first time during the Occupation, all major communicable diseases have 
shown «a downward trend in numbers of reported cases for three consecutive weeks. It is 
believed to be due to German immunization programs and increased sanitary measures 
as well as isolation and treatment programs as directed by Military Government, 


C. Nursing Affairs: The executive secretary of the International Council of 
Nurses has spent the week conferring with the Nurse Consultant for the Public Health 
Branch, United States Zone, on the nursing program in the Zone. 


D. Nutrition: The general population continues to supplement food cons~ 
umption in excess of the prescribed ration scale of 1550 calories, resulting in mainten- 
ance of or very slight loss of body weight. 


Sixteen of 22 Civilian Internee Centers had been initially observed for general 
evidence of the status of the nutrition of inmates, with a report in prospect before 4 Feb. 
ruary 1946 for the remaining six. Only three of the 16 observed approximate the pres~ 
cribed scale of 1700 calories. No reports have been received as to rations provided and 
weights of inmates, but weekly data will be available within a week or so. 


Approval was given for the establishment of a laboratory at Héchst for obtain~ 
ing data to substantiate that available through the activities of field survey teams and 
street weighing. A rapid micromethod of analysis will be used for initial determination of 
the vitamin A and C content in the blood. 


E. Hospitals: The civilian hospital bed status has eased slightly due to the 
reduction in the number of patient days required for VD treatment and by obtaining 
additional hospital facilities and equipment from the release of POW hospitals from 
released excess U.S. Military hospital equipment and by making available an operational 
reserve of essential hospital equipment from excess Army stocks. The latter can be rele~ 
ased only with the specific approval of the Chief, Public Health and Welfare, OMGUS. 


F. Veterinary Affairs: Included as part of the Public Health Policy to protect 
the health of the troops and civilian population is the program for the reestablishment 
of the German meat inspection service. 


Politically approved and professionally qualified German veterinarians have 
been and are being appointed as officials to again supervise this service. To supplement 
the veterinary supervision and inspection, lay inspectors are being selected and given 
training and schooling in the technic, and the types of examinations required by law and 
the pertinent regulations and ordinances. These schools are located throughout the 
U.S. Zone. The candidates must attend for six weeks and then be passed by a board 
before they are appointed as official lay meat inspectors. 
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for Week Ending 12 Jan. 1946 
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Reported Number of New CASES and DEATHS of COMMUNICABLE DISEASE c: cases _d: deaths 


Communicable Disease Report United States Zone of Germany 
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° Bremen included in report from British Zone — not included in the totals on this report. 


* No data submitted. 


Kassel 
Hessen 
Wirttemberg 
Baden 
Schwaben 
Oberbayern 
Niederbayern 
and Oberpfalz 
Ober- and 
Mittelfranken 
Mainfranken 
Bremen Port 
Command 
Berlin 

(Am Sector) 
TOTAL 
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